Photospot: Star-spotted Nightjar

Michael Mills and Claire Spottistwoode

tar-spotted Nizhtjar Caprimul zus stellatus hasbeen
Rnown O saenee for httde over a centuny, since
banzdiscovered atthe Rassim River . eastern Fthiopu,
n Januan 1599 It has subsequently remaned
rcat ve v obscure species. obsened only occasionally
and pt Htographed more rarely su | Consequenth s
breeding b by s unknown and status within ts
wxased range poorly known  Zimmerman et alf
desenbe it as localy cor nonm n Renva on Lava
rch-strewndesertsw thscattered areas ot bare sandy
so b while sattord ctal reportthat Caf rimdgns
stelletzes was prooably g so common onthe Nechisar
pains where sprosence was conhmmed by two road
kit ~ (R Sattord pers coman
Thespeaiesones it ichof tsen amatc rept tation
O tshwalsedd strbeee nowh s hirgely restocted
trre Gvey renete areas of northern bast Atnca Ts
strongh  IsToinnorthae Tnerth west Renva tnorth
of )L 1SN an  between 38351 and 38 0 and
cenral b luop vontbe Awashva ev ) Tois recorded
m re sporadically m Dy bo i north west Somala,
sou b east sud e and ar At and Nechisar Nanonal
Park an bthiopu Star spotted Nightpar bivours dny
hab ats at Dw al wudes (possbly up to F9sonn
ncluding stony senu desert black Lava fields, dwart
bush grassland and dnv open bushland
tdenuhiction as muade espeally ditficult by an
overlap i distnibution wath the  almost
ind stunguishable Land possoly more varuble, Plan
Naghtjar Caprimudgirs iornatus: Both these plainly
marked speaies are smuall to medium sized, and have
proportionately large heads. Zimmerman ef al”, the
only fickd gude to dlustrate and comprehensively
desenbe the two, states that Star-spotted Nightjar s
St ar to PLun Naghtgar but sull plainer, and readily
d sungushed tromatby pronunent wlhite throat patch
(usudlly divided by a dark midhne) and smaller white
tailcorners nthe case of the individual photographed,
the white throat markings were almost unnoticeable
even in the hand, and only became apparent by
closelv examining the parted throuat feathers.

tmportantly, female Pliin Nightjar Lkicks white in the
tuland wings. while the mate has broader white tips
to the two outermost tait feathers. Only in the hand,
when wing and il patterns can be examined, can
these species be separated with certainty.

This indvidual. believed to be an adult female,
was caughton 28 November 1999 in Nechisar National
Park. Frhiopa It was located shortly alter sunset in
muarginal habitaton the western border of the Nechisar
plains, between grassland and dey open bush.
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notthain Kenya and central Ethiopra: This temale was phoographed adpcene s the Nechar plams Saulienn Bl op e
November 1999 (Claire Spottiswoode & Michael Mills)

covering just the tp of the outermost tail feathers and the nartow white blotches to the tour outermost primaries (Clare
Spottiswoode & Michael Mills)
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Figare 4 Star spot ed Nightvar Caprimudpus stellatus s

wenert v ploner than Plan Naghtpar Capromalgns immornatiis
nd has tiny black star- ke spots on the crown and scapulars

tClare Spottiswoode & Michael Mo

pwi]
peces plunly aadked and have propemenatedy lage head.
heoat despee this bemg widely arted as o usetul field chacacter

Figure 5. Nechisar plains, southern Ethiopian Rift Valley;
habitat of four nightjar species including the litde-known
Nechisar Caprimudgus solala (described on the basis of 4
single wing from a road-kill) and Star-spotted C. stellatis
(Claire Spottiswoodc)
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